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History and 

Organization of 

ASCLS-Montana

American Society for 

Clinical Laboratory Science

George Santayana

The Life of Reason

Vol. 1, 1905

“Those who 

cannot remember 

the past are 

condemned to 

repeat it.”

History
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Montana Past Presidents
1971 Shirley Steinlicht

1972 Jean Gowdy

1973 Ida McKnight

1974 Francis Wright

1975 Eleanor Griffin

1976 Mary Minish

1977 Carryl Meyer

1978 Mary Minish

1979 Lynn “Fred” Buyan Williamson

1980 Judy DeVreis Koppang

1981 Ed Adams

1982 LaMae Henry

1983 Ed Adams

1984 Paul Lamphier

1985 James Schriock

1986 Carryl Meyer

1987 JoAnne Schneider

1988 Bill Schulz

1989 Pam Stewart

1990 Bob Frisbee

1991 Deb Hanson

1992 Edwina Wilkins

1993 Susie Pullman

1994 Anne Weber

1995 Sonja Bennett

1996 Mary Ann Heagney

1997 Donna Gollehon

1998 Susie Zanto

1999 Dorothy Ahler

2000 Rhonda Craver

2001 Carrie Biskupiak

2002 Jeannine Pembroke

2003 Brenda Hieman

2004 Barbara Hudson

2005 Carol Schneider

2006 Brenda Flynn

2007 Dorothy Ahler

2008 Linda Masin

2009 Joni Gilstrap

2010 Vicki Rice

2011 Vivian Schaffer

2012 Amy Steinmetz

2013 Susan Keeney

2014 Ashlee Ketchum

2015 Brenden Collins

2016 Amy Steinmetz*

2017 Amy Steinmetz

2018 Ashlee Ketchum*

Logos over the years
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Summer 1992

Montana Laboratory 

News

• Licensure Push

• New Logo Contest

• Printed minutes of 

Annual and Board 

Meetings

• Printed new members, 

births, board 

departures

1993 – Licensure!!!!

Governor Racicot 

signs the Licensure Bill
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First BCSLP, Fall 1993

First board of 

MT Board of 

Clinical

Laboratory 

Science 

Practitioners

appointed

Joanne Schneider, Sonja Bennett, Kay Crull,

Dr John Pullman, Eileen Flynn, public member 

Montana 1994 - 1999

• Feb 1994: BCLSP proposed first licensure rules

• June 1994: Board consolidation proposal killed

• May 1995: MT Board of Nursing rules that only “waived” 

testing is in the scope of practice of LPNs

• LPNs allowed to grandfather into BCLSP licensure; must 

obtain required CEUs

• Nov 1997:  MSU allowed to implement a 3 + 1 program 

with UND

• Fisher Healthcare and NLTN Traveling Seminars

• November 1998:  MTSCLS Webpage goes live



1/29/2018

5

Montana 2000 - 2006

• Summer 2000:  New Logo (COLOR!)

• September 2001:  ASCLS-MT was host state for IMSS 

when 9/11 occurred.  Anne Weber was General Chair of 

IMSS.  Meeting was still held, showing the flexibility and 

resiliency of clinical laboratory professionals

• Spring 2001:  MT Board of Nursing modify RN’s scope of 

practice to include all unwaived tests.  Lawsuit by 

MTSCLS that this was illegal denied by Judge McCarter.  

Appeal not filed.

• Spring 2003:  Became ASCLS-Montana

• Nov 2003:  ASCLS-MT Listserv established

• Summer 2005:  PDs and SOPs written for all positions

Past Montana Delegations
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Other ASCLS-MT Moments

Montana 2006 - 2010

• Spring 2007:  Last hospital-based CLS program 

in state closes

• Spring 2007:  MUS MLS Program approved by 

legislature; accepts first students in Summer of 

2007

• Spring 2009:  State Senate Bill 287 threatened 

the clinical laboratory profession. Consumer 

freedom and access to services was defeated
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Montana 2010 - Present

• October 2013:  State Legislative panel review of 

licensing boards to assess if licensing is 

necessary, and if Boards could be combined. 

Unanimous decision to retain the license and the 

BCLSP. 

• 2014: Strategic Plan of ASCLS-MT under 

guidance of President Ashlee Ketchum

• July 2014:  Susie Zanto is installed as ASCLS 

President, first national president from Montana

• Spring 2018:  MMLS program is 10 years old, 

and has graduated over 100 new MLS!

Working for You! 


